Helpmg the homeless

Sue Sonnenberg
took the job on
herselt and wants
to expand.

By ERIKA M. TORRES
STAFF WRITER

Sue Sonnenberg has helped
clothe homeless people in San-
ta Ana for the past four years.
Mow she has her sight set on
Tustin.

Sonnenberg, an Irvine resi-
dent, decided to donate cloth-
ing after wvolunteering at a
thrift store and seeing clothing
be thrown away after going un-
purchased. One day, she ac-
companied a regular customer
who would purchase clothes
and then drop them off near
the Santa Ana Civie Center.

“Twas mortified by how peo-
ple took the clothes dumped on
the ground and fought over
them,” Sonnenberg said. “I
had no idea what [ was going to
do I just knew [ couldn’t stand
seeing these people act like
animals."

Sonnenberg began taking
the leftover thrift store clothes
and started organizing them
by size in her 1000-square-
foot condo.

Two years ago, she retired
from her job in accounting to
devote herself full time to the
cause. Her community chureh,
Creekside Christian Fellow-
ship in Irvine, pays for the six
storage units used to store the
clothing Sonnenberg regularly
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MARIANMN CHAVEZ, foreground, and Jean Olivares, both of
Mission Viejo, measure pants to make sure sizes are accurate.

collects  from three thrift
stores. She has about 40 volun-
teers from her church, Mari-
ners Church and Saddleback
Church.

On Saturday, Sonnenberg
and her team of volunteers
went to Santa Ana Civie Cen-
ter to distribute clothing, al-
though they also visit the Sal-
vation Army, the Mental
Health Association and the
Santa Ana Armory.

“She's areal sweetheart; she
helps a lot of people,” James
Sagapolutele, 47, =aid. He be-
came homeless four vears ago
after a divorce and relies on
the clothing Sonnenberg do-
nates. “She does things for ev-
ervbody, not just physically,
but emotionally.”

Sonnenberg says the clothes
not only help people get
through eold nights but it also

helps them get jobs and im-
proves their self-estesm.

“They come back and tell
you how it changed their life,”
ghe said. “The main thing this
does for them is show them
that someone cares.”

Jim Hurst, who started vol-
unteering with Sonnenberg
three vears ago, said it has
been Sonnenberg's longtime
dream to expand the charity to
Tustin.

Sonnenberg hopes to find
churches in Tustin that would
sort through the clothes and
give them to ecity residents in
nead.

“I would love to find a
church in Tustin that could
distribute clothes,” she said.

Interested  persons  or
churches can contact Sue Son-

nenberg at s.sonnen-
bergicox.net.



